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THE CAST
JONATHAN FORTY

He is the reluctant heir to the Forty Textile Enpire, a
forty-two-year-old nusic teacher who has di scovered that he
is rich, noney enough to feed all of his eccentricities.

FAI TH LOCKHART

Faith is a Twenty-one year old hillbilly dancer fromN. C
who is hired to clean and other jobs around the Forty hone.

JAMES FORTY

He is the fifteen-year-old son of Jonathan and Faith, has
grown up with only his eccentric father as a rol e nodel.

MASON SCOTT

The fifty-year-old Forty famly attorneys |oyal to Mari us,
knows where all the bodies are buried. A rich judge who is
bent on getting richer and protecting his client.

DAVI D EVERS

He is an early thirties sinple guy from Texas, a snmart ass
who gets caught up in his girl friends big anbition. Al
he really wants is to provide and live a good life.

CLAI RE EVERS

An early forties roommate of David who nakes fun of Faith
and who is so consuned with wealth she can't cl ose her eyes
at night for fear of losing it while she sl eeps.



TV Announcers - PRE- RECORDED

ACT ONE
SCENE ONE

The Forty’s expensive New York City apartnent.
AT Rl SI NG

Jonat han Forty enters crossing to a television facing
downst age, nmakes a drink and turns on a football gane. W
hear crowd noi se and hel met cracking sfx.

TV ANNOUNCER #1
Joe they sure love their football here in New York. It's a
beauti ful day and oh nmy and that hit was brutal!

TV ANNOUNCER #2
Quch is right Jack! Vinny's taking a beating and so are the
Jets. They better do sonething quick if they want to win
this ganme and clinb to one and six for the season.

JONATHAN
Wth the noney we've spent he should throw it across
Manhat t an!

TV ANNOUNCER #1
The Jets have spent a ton of cash on Vinny's new contract
and at this rate he won't live long enough to spend it.

TV ANNOUNCER #2
Vi nny goes back and Vi nny goes down!

JONATHAN
What are you doi ng?

JONATHAN di al s the phone.

TV ANNOUNCER #1
New York fans are concerned about the future of their
bel oved Jets, Joe, since the death of |ongtine owner,
textile mllionaire Marius Forty.

TV ANNOUNCER #2



Ri ght Jack, the senior Forty shocked the world by willing
his fortune and his teamto an only son he put up for
adoption forty-two years ago. That's correct sports fans; a
bachel or piano teacher fromCi ncinnati Chio is now in
control of the New York Jets.

JONATHAN
Hel | 0? Yes, this is Jonathan Forty. I'mfine, how are you?
Wul d you pl ease put me through to the coach? Yes, | know

he's busy but | need to talk to him Thank you.

JONATHAN crosses to the TV with the
phone and waits.

JONATHAN
Jonat han Forty here. |I'm having trouble hearing you. Listen
Coach | sorry to bother you but | don't |ike the way the
ganme is going and | think I can help. W pull Vinny and put
in the rookie,

JONATHAN checks his roster.

Lews. | know he throws up before every gane but give him
sonme Dramam ne and get himin there.

JONATHAN turns up the volune to a
chorus of boo's on the Tel evi sion.

TV ANNOUNCER #2
What's this? On the fans don't |like this nove. They're
handi ng Vinny the baseball cap. That's all for Vinny Jack.

TV ANNOUNCER #1
It looks like he's pulling himin favor of the rookie from
Vanderbilt, nunmber 17, Lewis. Lewis has never taken a snap
in a professional ganme and now he's the Jets | ast chance.

TV ANNOUNCER #2
Jack you wonder how it would ever occur to the coach to
make such a bone head nove? Fifteen seconds left and Lew s
is set, he drops back and Lews is going for it all,
Johnson has steps on the safety Joe, the ball is in the
air, its conplete! It's conplete Jack

TV ANNOUNCER #1
The thirty, the twenty, ten, touchdown! Jets win! Jets w n!

TV ANNOUNCER #2



Lewis looked a little green around the gills but he sure
can throw that ball

JONATHAN puts down his glass and exits.
FAI TH enters taking his glass, cleaning
then exits. JONATHAN returns see that the
glass is gone and waits for FAITH to re-
enter. JONATHAN taps FAI TH on the back.

JONATHAN
Excuse ne.

FAI TH
( Sout hern accent)
Oh! You scared the dog outta ne!

JONATHAN
(Armused)
Pets aren't allowed in this building.
FAI TH
| wish you hadn't had done that M.!
JONATHAN
Wio are you? Are you sone kind of inappropriate gift?
FAI TH
No!
JONATHAN
You'l | be keeping your clothes on then?
FAI TH
Yes! I'mwaiting for sonebody. Who are you?
JONATHAN

My nanme i s Jonat han Forty.

FAI TH
Ch ny god! |I'mFaith.

FAI TH shakes repeatedly.

|"m here to clean your place. M. Scott, your |awer he
sent nme about this ad in the paper?

FAI TH shows JONATHAN t he newspaper

ad.



Want ed, Housekeeper, free piano |essons, |I'mreally sorry
but he said | should just come on in.

JONATHAN pi cks up a piece of cut
crystal and | ooks it over.

JONATHAN
Do you know what this is?
FAI TH
No.
JONATHAN
Neither do I. Do you play the piano?
FAI TH
If I knew how, why would |?

(Pause)
| play a little.

JONATHAN points to the piano.

JONATHAN
Show ne.

FAI TH pl ays the right hand part of
Heart and Soul badly. JONATHAN puts
his hand on the small of FAITH S back.

You shoul d have nore arch. May |? Caress the keys gently.

JONATHAN starts to play but stops with
pai n in his hand.

Consi der that the piano is a netaphor for life, Mss?

FAlI TH
Lockhart, Faith.

JONATHAN
You can coax fromit every beautiful possibility, or let it
sit unused, gathering dust.

FAI TH
| need to learn howto play M. Forty.

JONATHAN
Yes | can hear that. How are you at house cl eani ng?



FAI TH
| cleaned ny nomma's house in McAdenville North Carolina.
That's where | cone from | only got to New York Cty two
days ago; |'m a dancer.

FAI TH denonstrat es her dancing,
pl aying and twirling using a cane.

And a four-year twirler for McAdenville High; if | learn
this here piano, | can play it while |I'mdancing! | know
they ain’t got many girls here that can do that. Wat do
you think M. Forty? | bet you're real smart?

JONATHAN
The rain in Spain falls mainly in the plane.
(FAITH i s confused)
Never m nd.

JONATHAN pops some aspirin.

FAI TH
Are you all right?
JONATHAN
It’s arthritis, nmy father's curse.
FAI TH
My daddy used to say Dammit Molly, don't curse! | try but
hell sonetines you just need to! | conme froma big famly.
My nmomra rai sed ny el even brothers and ne. You ain't worked
till you' ve cleaned a bathroomleft behind by el even boys.
JONATHAN

(I nterested)
Your not her had twel ve chil dren?

FAI TH
She and her three sisters accounted for thirty-ei ght cousins.

JONATHAN
| magi ne that Faith Lockhart, if that is your real nane?

FAI TH
My real nane is Molly, Molly Crowder. Faith is nmy dancer nane.

JONATHAN
Faith, | teach in the nornings; straighten up whenever you |ike.



FAI TH junps around in delight.

FAI TH
No ki dding? You won’t be sorry. | could start tonorrow if that
ain't too soon?
JONATHAN
( Mocki ng)
No, | reckon it ain't.
FAI TH
(Hurt)
Are you making fun of me? I can't help how !l talk and I
don't know anyone here except for you. | desperately need
for you to be ny friend. Oherwise |I'lIl be nore al one here
than I know | can stand. There are ten mllion people in

New York and |'ve never felt so alone in all ny life.

JONATHAN
(Conforting)

Here now. Where are you staying?

FAI TH
| have a real nice roomat the YWCA

JONATHAN
Com ng from good solid church going red state republican
stock, you'll do just fine. | expect we'll have a | ong and
fertile relationship you and ne. | believe there s great

potential here.

MASON enters quietly.

MASON
For m schi ef no doubt.

JONATHAN
Mason, we've been falling all over ourselves. A phone cal
froma certain judge could have saved us a nonent or two.

MASON
A busy day at the courthouse; besides a surprise visitor
can propel an astoni shing encounter.

FAI TH
We did not!

JONATHAN



Don't mnd him he' s been reading too many Harl equi ns.

MASON
And isn't that you lurking behind this | atest masquerade?
JONATHAN
Mason have you net M ss Lockhart?
FAI TH
Hey.
MASON
Hey.
FAI TH
( Ner vous)
| really have to go. It was nice nmeeting you gentl enen.
MASON
M. Forty and I will discuss your hire and get back to you.
JONATHAN
|’ m | ooking forward to seeing nore of you Faith.
FAI TH exits.
MASON
So it's settled then?
JONATHAN
If she still wants the job after you scared her to death.
MASON

What's frightening is that you' ve been |iquidating your
assets again. Do you think that's what daddy had in m nd?

JONATHAN
| never net nmy father; | don’t know what was on his m nd.
One minute I'ma scream ng, pooping, puking little baby;
the next I'mstanding here with you. My father, he's still
dead right? He's not stuffed or a frozen head somewhere?

MASON
It's his wishes | nust protect, not his corpse.

JONATHAN
| may philanthropic nmy way into an altruistic coma and you’ |
just have to deal with it.
(Smile)



You were ny father’s ol dest and closest friend; tell us
anot her fascinating story about the old nan.

MASON
( Monot one)
|"ve told you all | know.

(Pause)
Your father |iked cottage cheese.

JONATHAN
He did, really?

MASON
Yes, by the gallon, straight with no sugar.

JONATHAN
And?

MASON
And, he only had one testicle.

JONATHAN r enoves the w apper froma

cough dr op.
JONATHAN
My father was Adol ph Htler?
MASON
Sonetines, he also had terrible arthritis and bad breath.
JONATHAN
Did he tal k about nme?
MASON
No.
JONATHAN
D d ny nother?
MASON

Your nother only tal ked to herself.

JONATHAN
They tell ne she was a bit of an eccentric.

JONATHAN eats the w apper and throws
t he cough drop away.
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MASON
They were poor then. It's unlikely they could have raised
you, they could barley raise thensel ves.

JONATHAN
Did you know I was sent to G ncinnati?

MASON opens a large file, reading.
MASON | ooks at a photo.

MASON
To a M. and Ms. Stanley Gaston, she a red headed over-
wei ght homenmaker, he a thin bald Jr. Hi gh nusic teacher in
what | ooks here likes the prison system

JONATHAN
Have you ever cut the cover off of a golf ball? Little
rubber bands explode in every direction. Wen | was a kid I
was sure that's what went on inside of Stanley's head.

MASON hol ds up a picture.

MASON
Mary Alice Gaston, died Novenber 1957 at age thirty, you
were seven, the cause of death conplications fromobesity.

JONATHAN
Alittle boy could really get lost in one of her hugs.
( Sad)
Then there was just a little boy and a man he hardly knew.

MASON
Stanley Martin Gaston raised you alone until his death in
1971 when his car plowed through several yards into the
side of a house. The cause of the accident was |isted as
al cohol .

JONATHAN
| called him Stanl ey, never daddy; Stanley w thout any
friends who snelled |ike grandma's basenent that |oved
Hol | ywood Squares and never went outside. Do you know what
happens to a flower w thout enough sunlight? The nei ghbors
woul d ask about ne; sonebody should check on that little
boy. See if he’'s K

MASON
In 1972 you enrolled in the C ncinnati Conservatory,
graduated in 1976 and |i ke your adopted dad; you went on to
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teach Jr. Hi gh School nusic supplenenting your income with
private students. Upon the death of your biol ogical father
Marius Forty you inherited the controlling interest in the
New York Jets and the Forty Textile Enpire while legally
changi ng your nane to Jonathan Forty. You are unmarried,
unattached, and unwilling to listen to any advice regardi ng
your financial affairs.

MASON cl oses file, JONATHAN hands
MASON anot her file, which he reads.

JONATHAN
That' s enough about ne.

MASON
It's all about you Jonat han.

JONATHAN
Where does it say that?

MASON
Ch for goodness sake! You gave give ten mllion dollars to
sonme nuns?

JONATHAN
Rent !

MASON
You built a state-of-the-art honel ess shelter?

MASON hol ds up a photo.

Why woul d anyone ever want to | eave a place like this?

JONATHAN
How much noney do | have left?

MASON
Wiy do you want to give your noney away?

JONATHAN
| don't need it. Besides, they tell nme there nay be a
problemw th the eye of the needle.

MASON
There nust be sonmet hing you want ?

JONATHAN
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Yes. Yes there is, intime. WIl| start with the poor.

MASON
Jonat han poor people |ike being poor it's what they know. |If
you give themtoo rmuch you'll tilt the econom c ecosystem
(Amused)
| mean, who will serve brunch? It's natural to want to be a
gi ver but take care of yourself and those around you first.
Trust nme; invest your noney; it's better for all of us.

JONATHAN
And nake nmore mllions | can't spend?
MASON
Absol ut el y!
JONATHAN
When does it all end?
MASON
It doesn't. But they tell ne that Bill Gates is working on

a way to take it with him

JONATHAN
What if someday | have a chil d?

MASON
You could leave it to them

JONATHAN
Can they spend it?

MASON

No.
(Frustrated)
Your father and I worked very hard to build this fortune!

JONATHAN

Yes you did, on the backs of uneducated textile workers.
MASON

They made their choices.
JONATHAN

And I'll make mne! | don't want to tal k about being rich

anynore it's boring.

MASON
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Fine, let’s discuss your new friend. House cl eaning, piano
| essons, what el se do you plan to teach her? Honestly, what
coul d you possibly have in mnd for a country nouse |ike
Faith Lockhart, aka Mdlly Crowder?

JONATHAN
How was | to know she had an ali as?

MASON
There may be a great deal nore we don't know about M ss
Lockhart. What are your intentions?

JONATHAN
| intend to have a clean house, and along the way if M ss
Lockhart is willing to explore the possibilities; if she
has uni que i deas.

MASON

What worren woul dn’t do nost anything to acquire your kind
of wealth? They consider it kind of a |egal prostitution.
The weal thy control industry; we fund both sides of an

el ection so we own both politicians. W put noney into new
technol ogy and then control the results and the profits. W
own all the buildings and the real estate they sit on. The
rich are in control now and they always will be. \Wat woman
woul dn’ t want that?

JONATHAN
Do you nean that because I'mrich | can do whatever | want
and get away with it?

MASON
O course not, it's just that there are considerations
made. We hold our power well trade on our connections.

JONATHAN
And the | ess fortunate?
MASON
They can have tel ethons and bake sales till Rush Linbaugh

rides in on a Donkey. But when the last play is nmade, if it
conmes down to you or them 1'd put ny rather substanti al
noney on you.

JONATHAN
The gol den rule, themw th the gold nake the rul es?

MASON
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You have no i dea.

LI GHTS

ACT ONE

SCENE_TWO.

It’s New York City, two nonths later at Christmas tine.

SETTI NG

The sanme NY apartnent decorated for the holidays, a
tortured piano plays Jingle Bells. Jonathan directs the
caterers who enter and exit setting for dinner while he
attenpts to give Faith her piano |esson.

JONATHAN
Put that over there please. OK, play it like you nean it
this tine.

FAI TH
(Frustrated)
It's not ny fault!

JONATHAN
The napkins are supposed to | ook |ike mniature vol canoes.

FAI TH
You didn't tell nme it would be this hard!

JONATHAN
Sit up straight and extend your arns. There, now curve your
fingers like you're holding a small round fruit, a kiw or
an orange or sonething. Ready and.

FAI TH pl ays badly.
FAI TH
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| could never dance and do this at the same tine.

JONATHAN
Are there plenty of sweet potatoes?

JONATHAN ti ps the caterers.

Thank you, Merry Chri st nas.

FAI TH
| gotta go; you' ve got a big deal going tonight and I'"'min
t he way.

JONATHAN
Nonsense, now starting at mddle C, please play the first
five notes right hand only in ascendi ng then descendi ng
order. One two ready play.

FAI TH pl ays the notes and sings.

FAI TH
They say that when you play Piano you can really make big
bucks.

JONATHAN
Good, now the left hand. Pinky on the C! Play each note
with the sane intensity, connecting themtogether to nake
one snoot h sound, ready and .

FAI TH pl ays the notes and sings.

FAI TH
But all the time that you are learning they don't tell you
really suck

JONATHAN
Not staccato! Legato, |egato!

FAI TH
How do you expect ne to |earn anything with you talking in
t hat foreign | anguage?

JONATHAN
Maybe we should stop for a while?

FAI TH
Back hone if we couldn't break the horse, we'd shoot it.

JONATHAN
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| know it’s challenging but you re maki ng progress.

FAI TH
Ch yeah, | can play two out of three blind mce.

JONATHAN
The piano takes a short tinme to learn a little but a
[ifetime to learn well.

FAI TH
Well | don't have that kind of tine.

JONATHAN
|"ve noticed lately you haven't had tinme to clean the
apartnent either?

FAI TH
| have a cold. A cold makes ne tired. You don't want ne to
drop over fromtired do you?

JONATHAN
For goodness sake no, is there anything | can get for you?

FAI TH
You' re sweet, nmaybe a chair for ny tired feet.

JONATHAN el evat es her feet and
nervously strai ghtens the apartnent.

JONATHAN
Faith, | was wonderi ng.

FAI TH
Yes.

JONATHAN

|"ve net a wonan in the elevator a fewtines, daire. She
and her husband, David, the Evers live down on the first
floor and I'"'mafraid they have invited thenselves to
Christmas dinner, here, tonight. So | was wonderi ng?

FAl TH
Yes.

JONATHAN
Wuld you join ne, us, for dinner, here, tonight?

FAl TH
Toni ght ?
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JONATHAN
Yes. You don't have to.

FAlI TH
|s this a date?

JONATHAN
| don't know.

FAI TH
| couldn't.

JONATHAN
| see.

FAI TH
But that don't nmean | woul dn't.

JONATHAN
Then you will?

FAl TH
| can't.

JONATHAN
K

FAI TH
| would but | don't have nothing to wear?

JONATHAN
You | ook fi ne!

FAl TH

| can't neet your friends |ooking Iike this.

JONATHAN t akes a package from under
the Christnas tree.

JONATHAN
| have an idea. | was saving this for later but considering
the situation; go ahead, open it.

FAITH pulls out a colorful silk dress.

FAl TH
OCh Jonathan, for the first time innmy life | don't know
what to say.
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JONATHAN
It was designed by a man but nmade for a woman.

FAl TH
Thank you, thank you, and thank you!

JONATHAN checks hi s watch

JONATHAN
Oh ny, | told the Evers seven o' clock, they' Il be here any
m nute. Go and change in ny room

FAI TH
You won't tell them |’ mthe mai d?

JONATHAN
But you're not the nmuid.
(Calling out)
Don't | ook under the bed!

FAI TH exits, re-enters barely dressed.

FAI TH
What do you think?

JONATHAN
My mind is blank.

FAI TH

| got sonething for you too. It's a copper bracelet, for
your arthritis.

JONATHAN
How di d you know ny size?

FAI TH
| sized you while you were sl eeping.

JONATHAN
Really, that's how | nmeasured your dress.

The doorbell rings. FAITH exits.
JONATHAN to the door the EVERS enters.

CLAI RE
Merry Christmas! Shal oml Whatever, how is everybody!

DAVI D
|’ m David Evers, nice to neet you; or should |I say what floor?
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JONATHAN
Are you a ki dder Dave?

CLAI RE
That's why | married him And because he's so fabul ously
weal thy, isn't that right baby?

DAVI D
| "' m sure Jonat han spends enough tinme counting his own noney
to worry about counting ours.

CLAI RE
David is from Texas. Hs parents are ass deep in oil.

JONATHAN
That sounds unconfortable. Can | get you a drink, sone
chanpagne?

CLAI RE
Chanpagne for ne, ny husband will have tonic water. David
is a recovering alcoholic but don't feel sorry for him

DAVI D
| understand you're in the professional sports arena?
CLAlI RE
You are, really? What position do you play?
DAVI D
Claire the man owns the New York Jets. | told you that.
CLAI RE
How exciting. | just love football, especially the players

in those skintight unifornms with their firmlittle bottons
fl exing across ny wide screen in the warm sunli ght.

FAI TH enters wearing her new dress
with her hair fixed and nade up.

FAI TH
Jonat han? Jonat han, |'mready.
JONATHAN
Yes you are.
FAI TH
Well, aren't you going to introduce ne?

JONATHAN
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Yes of course, may | present Faith Lockhart of the North
Carolina Lockhart's, the Evers, David and Claire of the
downstairs Evers?

CLAI RE
Hel | o dear.

DAVI D
(Taken with FAI TH)
It’s a great pleasure, a great big Texas pleasure.

FAI TH
Hey. Hell o.
JONATHAN
The Lockhart famly is in the textile business too.
CLAlI RE
Oh real ly? Manufacturing or design?
FAI TH
Under wear .
JONATHAN
What woul d you like a drink Faith?
FAI TH
Brandy pl ease.
CLAlI RE

You're smart getting into a product |ike that.

FAI TH
They have to get into them by thensel ves.

DAVI D
| don't wear em nyself.

JONATHAN
| think we're all out of brandy.

FAI TH
There’s a bottle of Napoleon on the left, behind the
m xers, inside the broken ice buckets.

CLAlI RE
So tell me, how do two high-powered textile famlies find
t hensel ves on a date? Should | ring ny stockbroker?
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JONATHAN

Faith is actually a piano student of m ne.
FAl TH

Not a very good one.
CLAlI RE

| think that’'s sweet, giving piano |l essons to the |ess
fortunate. Don't you think that's sweet? Davi d? Davi d?

FAlI TH
How did you two neet?

DAVI D
W net at Claire's sister's...

CLAI RE

(I'nterrupting)
At ny sisters Cactus Jack Country Club in Scottsdale, | was
sunning by the pool in ny plunging Liz wear and David was
on his usual prowl dressed up in a Cowboy hat and boots
with his red Speedo, showing off. Well, | grabbed the club
pro and ask himto make an introduction and then pretend to
be called away to a tennis match with a sultan.

DAVI D
(Playi ng al ong)
That's right and the best part; there really was a sultan
at the club that day. It sounded right to ne.

CLAI RE
Wth David in ny snare, one on one, the sun deep-frying his
libido |I turned up the heat.

CLAI RE gi ves JONATHAN a good peek
down her bl ouse.

| captured his attention with a girl's secret weapons. A
wi nk and a drink! Dave was a big drinker in those days
isn't that right baby?

DAVI D
You' re right gain baby.

CLAI RE
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The next day we drove to Vegas for a neeting with David's
publ i sher. David had witten this book, |I can't renenber
what about. Anyway, while we were in Vegas his publisher
proceeded to just love it! He kept using words |ike best
and seller and six figure advances. He said David was

St ephen Mtchner and Janes King all rolled into one.

DAVI D
He said | had the head of Faul kner, the body of Shakespeare
and the balls of Tol stoy.

CLAlI RE
We went out and got drunk and got married, in that order.
JONATHAN
And t he book was a huge success?
DAVI D
No, not really.
CLAlI RE

David' s publisher got fired a week | ater and the new guy
t hought David's book was crap!

DAVI D
Juvenile, he said it was juvenile.
CLAI RE
What ever, by then it was too late we we're already marri ed.
FAI TH
Do you have any chil dren?
CLAI RE
Pl ease!
FAI TH

|’d like to have children soneday.

JONATHAN
A child you wouldn't | eave at the bus station. Stanley
rai sed ne to understand that children don't know so we nust
regul ate them supervise, govern and repress, subdue and
dom nate them and the rest of the thesaurus.

DAVI D
"Il take guardians fromHell for two hundred Al ex.

JONATHAN
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Stanl ey said that children should not engage in mndl ess
activities but should develop their mnds for serious
things like learning to play the piano.

CLAI RE
(Unconfortabl e)
You know what, |'mhungry; this is a dinner party isn't it?
FAI TH
|'m starved too. Can we eat now Jonat han?
JONATHAN
Yes, by all neans let's eat. | hope you don't mnd but |'ve

given the maid the night off.

FAI TH
She deserves it; the poor girl is tired all the tine.

The group crosses to the table.

CLAI RE
Davi d you should give your people sone tinme off, you're
such a sl ave driver

DAVI D
You ny dear are the driver; I'"'mnerely a passenger.
FAI TH
What do you do now, are you still witing?
DAVI D
No, but I'mstill in pain.
CLAlI RE
H s parents are ass deep in oil renenber?
JONATHAN
Wul d you |ike sonme yans?
CLAI RE
My god no, I'ma vegetarian. Yans are vile disgusting

little creatures and | refuse to associate with them

JONATHAN
They' re potatoes, sweet potatoes with an orange sauce.

JONATHAN di ps his finger.

They' re pretty good too.
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DAVI D
Load nme up their Johnny.
JONATHAN
Ever wonder how many potatoes you'll eat in your lifetine?

Have you heard about the ' The Perpetual Potato Pyram d?
It's the latest thing in Europe.

CLAlI RE
(Flirting)
How f asci nati ng.

JONATHAN and CLAIRE turn to each ot her
DAVI D and FAI TH do the sane. JONATHAN and
FAI TH pl ay footsies under the table.

DAVI D
So you're from North Carolina?

FAI TH
Yes, McAdenville, they used to have a big mll there. My
brothers and | worked there summers and after school.

DAVI D
| like the south. It’'s so southern. Christmas nust be
different, fromthe Big Apple | nean?

FAI TH
In McAdenville they used to hand out Christmas |lights to
t he whole town every year. W put themon the trees and
bushes; we'd put emon ny little brother if he sat still
too long, billions of em

DAVI D
(Flirting)
Were they a billion times the col or of your eyes?
FAI TH
|"ve got blue eyes, |ike nmy daddy.
DAVI D
You know what | | ove?
FAlI TH
What ?
CLAI RE
(Exci t ed)

| | ove potatoes.
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JONATHAN
The Potato Pyram d is based on the fact that in our lifetines
each of us wll consune thousands of pounds of God's little
footballs. And every tine you or one of your friends eats one
of Anmerica's favorite vegetabl es you make noney.

CLAI RE
| | ove noney.

JONATHAN
There's profit in every creany au gratin, every fry and
tot, every casserole and cake, every | oaded bake or potato
skin served to a nmenber of your dianond circle of spuds.

CLAI RE
Fasci nati ng, what do | do?

JONATHAN
Shhhhhhhh.

DAVI D

It must have taken along time to light up the whole town?

FAI TH
It was so nmuch fun. There were bright shinning green, red,
yell ow and white lights. You woul d have been amazed, Davi d.

DAVI D
That's a good word.
FAI TH
Peopl e woul d cone fromas far away as Rockhill South

Carolina and the whol e town woul d stand outside their hones
and wave to the world as it drove by.

DAVI D
Why woul d anyone spend so nuch time and noney building a
Christmas town fromold mll houses and hackberry trees?

FAI TH
We didn't have nuch but for a few days we had Chri st nmas
real good.

CLAI RE
So every potato is a hot potato?

JONATHAN



26

If the Irish had thought of the pyram d a hundred years
ago, they'd own California right now.

CLAI RE
How do | clinmb this pyram d of potatoes?

JONATHAN
You call your friends and famly and say, "Hey, you got to
buy your spuds from sonebody, why not buy emfromne!" Who
wants nore w ne?

FAI TH
We used to call ny little brother tater.

DAVI D
( St andi ng)
|'"d like to propose a toast. To the Christmas spirit, in
towns big and small, anywhere it lives. May it shine
t hrough our lives like a billion colored Iights?
CLAI RE
To M. Potato head, the next big thing.
JONATHAN
To all the girls I've | oved before.
DAVI D
Wul d you like to make a toast Faith?
FAI TH
(Enbar r assed)

Me? To the truth.
The group clinks gl asses.

CLAlI RE
Jonathan, tell nme, those comercials on TV where you | earn
to play the piano through the mail? Isn't that a scan?

JONATHAN
No, if you don't m nd paper cuts.

CLAI RE stares then |aughs.

CLAI RE
Ha, ha, ha!
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FAI TH
Monma had a friend; she l|learned to play the xyl ophone
through the mail. It worked so good that after a while she

paid extra and got her sonme private |essons. Wat?

The lights fade with the passage of tine.
When the lights come up everyone is drunk &
| aughi ng except DAVI D who checks his watch.
JONATHAN i s drunk finishing his joke.

JONATHAN
And then the podiatrist said stop pussy footing around what
you need is a gynecol ogi st!

CLAI RE
( Drunk)
Johnny you kill me!
JONATHAN
| love that joke.
DAVI D
( Bor ed)
Look at the tinme. Santa will be here soon; | should go

downstairs and put out the fire. This has been a delightful
eveni ng.

JONATHAN
| can't feel ny |eg.

CLAlI RE
| can feel your |eg.

FAI TH
Sonme peopl e have to work tonorrow.

DAVI D
On Christmas?

FAI TH
Not nme, sone peopl e.

JONATHAN

"1l see you in the el evator.

CLAI RE
Anyt hi ng can happen in an el evator.

JONATHAN
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Davi d.

DAVI D
Jonathan, it's been a pleasure. Good night Faith. | hope to
see nore of you

CLAI RE sings as she pulls DAVID out.

CLAI RE
How nmuch nore would you |ike to see? Ch you better watch
out, you better not cry, better not pout I"'mtelling you
why, Santa Clause is living upstairs.

CLAI RE and DAVI D exit.

JONATHAN
What do you nmke of that Claire?

FAlI TH
| don't think she |iked ne.

JONATHAN
That's because | |ike you.

FAI TH
We better at |east wash those plates tonight, that sweet
tater will be hard as rock candy by tonorrow

JONATHAN
Do you like nme, Faith?

FAI TH
Are you going to help ne?

JONATHAN
| hoped they wouldn't stay. I'"'mglad you didn't go with them

FAI TH
Wiy would | do that? | work for you.

JONATHAN
You' re cute when you're charm ng

FAI TH
It's getting | ate.

JONATHAN
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| thought our first date went very well, didn't you?
FAI TH

Yes?
JONATHAN

Did | frighten you with ny reference to children?
FAI TH

No?
JONATHAN

Good. Well, good night then.
FAI TH

Good ni ght.

(Pause)

How wi Il | get home?
JONATHAN

Yes, well, 1"l call Mason.
FAI TH

| don’t want to be a bother; I'll take the subway.
JONATHAN

And have total strangers relieve thenselves on your |eg?
FAI TH

Wuld it be any better if it were sonmebody | knew?
JONATHAN

Wiy don't you stay here?
FAI TH

What woul d peopl e say?
JONATHAN

|"ve never had a sleep over before. Come on it'll be fun.
FAI TH

| don't know if that's such a good idea?
JONATHAN

Nonsense, later we'll have a pillow fight. | have a pillow

here sonewhere.

FAI TH wal ks to the tree and cuts sone
m stletoe, putting it behind her back.
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FAI TH
Are you sure about this?
JONATHAN
No? | don't know, I'Il tell you tonorrow.

FAl TH hol ds the m stl et oe over
JONATHAN S head.

FAI TH
Am | frightening you with ny reference to kissing?
JONATHAN
Yes.
FAI TH | eans over and ki sses JONATHAN
LI GATS
ACT ONE
SCENE THREE

Stage right represents fifteen years in the future. JAMES,
JONATHAN and FAITH S future son is playing the piano;
JONATHAN sits listening, conpletely hidden in his chair.

Stage left is the Evers basenent apartnent nonents after

the party. While CLAI RE and DAVI D speak, JAMES plays the

pi ano and whil e JONATHAN and JAMES speak, the EVER S fune
and ignore each other. Lights cone up right first.

SETTI NG
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A wi nged chair and a piano in dimlight are right. A small
roomfurnished with crates is left. JAMES plays his piano as
the action starts on the right side.

JONATHAN
Whay do you slur the notes in your left hand? Do you do it
to torture ne?

JAMES
It would be silly for both of us to torture you father.

JONATHAN
Clever, wt fromyour nother's side no doubt.

JAMVES
| don't have a npbther or a nother's side.

JONATHAN
Yes you do, as far as you know. And despite your |ack of
practice and your heavy |eft hand you show i nprovenent.

JAMES
| thank you sir.

JONATHAN
At your age |’d spend hours |istening to your grandfather
play, pitched on ny little knees praying for the inspiration
to choose with such grace. Do you know what | |earned?

JAMVES
Was it the scal es?

JONATHAN
That sitting is nore confortable than kneeling and that
inspiration doesn't nean shit! It's the work! It’s doing it
over and over again until its right, all the inspiration in
the world neans nothing if you don't put in the work.

JAMES
Yes sir.

JONATHAN
Al'l right now play sonething el se, sonething worthy of you.

JAMES pl ays piano as the action
noves |l eft. CLAIRE and DAVID enter
in the dark stunbling around.
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CLAI RE
(Upset)
What the hell was she tal king about, to the truth?

CLAIRE turns on a light then pulls off
her long red wig to reveal a skullcap
wi th short black hair under it. DAVID
kicks off his lifts.

It made ne want to bl ow yam chunks; she’s up to sonet hing.

DAVI D
And you're not, falling all over Forty like that, it was
enbar r assi ng.

CLAlI RE
| think he liked it! Besides, | doubt he gets nmuch attention
fromthat sem-girl friend of his.

DAVI D
Is that sem-girl, or sem-friend?

CLAI RE
| could see you figured it out.

DAVI D
At least | displayed a few honest enotions. You ve got us
so painted up no one can see who we are? The rich sit
pool side; we're at the bottom of the deep end with the
penni es, drowni ng!

CLAlI RE
Listen to nme! Toni ght was about our future, about you and
me in the same roomwith the rich and the fanbus. Do you
know how many hours | had to ride that elevator just to
pretend to neet Jonathan Forty enough tines to invite us to
di nner? How el se do you think a handy man from Wayne, New
Jersey who nade twenty-two thousand dollars | ast year and
his attractive but socially m s-connected roommate could
have had Christmas dinner with one of the richest nmen in
Arerica? | did that for you Charlie, and you suck because
you can't see it!

DAVI D
My name is David and |'minpervious to nmani pul ati on.

CLAI RE begins to cry.
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Pl ease don't cry you'll water down your drink.

CLAlI RE
See, you do care; you do want ne to be happy.

CLAIRE tortures DAVID with her dri nk.

| love a good beefy drink. It pops and sparkles over the
ice and crackles like a small warmfire in your hand. It’s
strong and sweet at the sane tinme, bitter, snmooth and al
the while it’s inviting you in.

DAVID pulls away as the action noves
ri ght JONATHAN rubs his hand.

JONATHAN
My hands are a vengeance today.

JAMES
Soon you won't be able to use themat all. You prom sed to
t ake your nedicine.

JONATHAN
You prom sed to practice four hours every day and if you
manage three |'d be delighted.

JAMES
How woul d you know how nmuch | practice? You sleep all day.
What’'s so interesting about the mddle of the night?

JONATHAN
It's all the sane to ne boy, mddle of the day m ddl e of
the night. Behind these eyes |lies every kind of darkness;
now pl ay.

JAMES begins to play the piano.

JAMVES
Was Grandpa Stanley an al coholic?

JONATHAN
Yes, he was an overbearing under achieving frightened
al coholic, a genius that never left the house.

JAMVES
We never | eave the house, sir.
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JONATHAN
Ah, but you're not overbearing and I'mnot an al coholic, as
far as | know. Fear killed your grandfather; it froze him
in his tracks while life ran himover.

The action noves |eft.

DAVI D
This Forty guy; we can't breathe his air. Look at this
pl ace; if anybody saw us they'd think we were crazy.

CLAlI RE
| am crazy, crazy for you baby.

CLAlI RE gropes DAVI D

DAVI D
Just because you tell people we're married don't nmake it so.

CLAI RE
You were the one who wanted to play house.

DAVI D
Well fromnowon in this house we tell the truth.

CLAI RE
| was just trying to be a good side view mrror and nake
you appear closer to success than you really are.

DAVI D
You know we didn't neet at a country club; we net at your
sister Darlene's wedding in Chicago, at the union hall.

CLAI RE
Semanti cs.

DAVI D
And it wasn't a tennis pro that introduced us it was a teanster

CLAI RE
Oh for Christ sake | was just being dramatic! You were a
hack once; you know everything witers wite isn't the
truth. There's no telling what kind of tawdry lies and
noroni c dribble enters their brains after a case of
cigarettes, a pound of coffee and six nonths w thout sex!
But people believe it because their own |ives are so
incredibly dull. Face it, our lives don't have a very
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i npressive plot, we need a fuller back-story and a stronger
through line, so I'm naking one up.

JAMES pl ays the piano; JONATHAN
listens as the action noves right.

JONATHAN
You're in the Key of E but you've chosen to use the F natura
in place of the F sharp, explain that to nme if you can?

JAMES
It sounded good to ne.

JONATHAN
What makes you think you can just pack up and | eave the
signature key and strike out on your own?

JAMES
| nodul ated to take advantage of the dramatic possibilities.
JONATHAN
So now you know what the conposer was thinking?
JAMES
| was only trying to
JONATHAN
I f you have sonme special insight, I wish you would share it
with the rest of the cl ass!
JAMES
(Frustrated)
| play like that way because | like how it sounds. If |
don't find different ways to play the same shit I'Il go
crazy!
Angry, JONATHAN rai ses his cane from
t he dar kness.
"' m sorry!

JONATHAN sl aps JAMES with the cane.
You said it!

JONATHAN
If I took an axe and chopped off ny hands, would you? Agai n!

JAMES pl ays, JONATHAN I i st ens.
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Triplets, each note nmust be equal. Articulate them
correctly or they' Il run together.

(Li st eni ng)
That | ast passage shoul d have been nmuch softer, and neasures
36 and 37, the tenpo dragged |Iike a bad second act.

JAMES
| "' m doi ng the best | can.
JONATHAN
Well it's not good enough!
JAMES
WIIl it ever be?
JONATHAN
Yes, yes it will. That's why we have to conti nue worKki ng

even though we mght be tired and want to go to bed.
That's why | amthe teacher and you are the student.

JAMES plays action to the |eft.

CLAI RE
Oh quit pouting; you should be proud of ne, after all
amthe mstress of ms-direction.

DAVI D
| don't need your snobke and mirrors to get what | want.

CLAI RE
What do you want, a little Faith? Tell you what, whichever one
of us gets what we want first can share it with the other

DAVI D
| thought you mght be into that.

CLAI RE
I|"'mtired of sucking on ice and eating stale popcorn. Al
ny life |I've been surrounded by liars and |osers. | can
still lie with the best of thembut I will no | onger |ose.

|"mgoing to fight ny way to the top, then turn around and
pi ss down the |ladder. If you want to conme al ong, buckle up
XK sweetie?

DAVI D
|"mgoing out. | need fresh air, and sonme postage.

CLAI RE
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You'll | eave nme al one on Christmas Eve?

DAVI D exits CLAIRE calls after him

Men don't wite letters?

LI GHTS

ACT ONE

SCENE FOUR:

It’s the Forty’'s apartnment present day, two nonths |ater.
SETTI NG

FAI TH and JONATHAN enter tired, hanging their coats and
dusting off the snow.

JONATHAN
New York is so charmng in the dead of winter.
FAI TH
(Huf fing)
You cheated! You ran before that drunk fell over.
JONATHAN
(Puffing)
|'"d need a twenty-year head start to catch up with you.
FAI TH
Age is in the m nd.
JONATHAN

And in the legs |I'mafraid.
JONATHAN pulls a letter fromhis pocket.
FAI TH
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At least | got you out of this apartnment for a while.

JONATHAN
This canme today. It's for you. No return address?

FAI TH
It nust have cone from nowhere.

FAITH reads it, pulls out a picture

and gi ggl es.
JONATHAN

Si nce when does the gas conpany send out porno with their bill?
FAI TH

It's fromthe YWCA silly. They want to know if | still want

my room \What should |I tell then?

FAI TH exits to kitchen

JONATHAN
Tel | them whatever you want.

The intercom sounds and JONATHAN
crosses to the doorway to answer it.

This is Jonathan Forty, who's calling?

MASON
(Through t he speaker)
You cal l ed nme?

JONATHAN
Mason is that you?
MASON
(Through t he speaker)
| m downstairs, |'ve punched in ny code but it won't open

the door. Is there sonething you're trying to tell ne?

JONATHAN
W' ve been having trouble with the security, stay there.
(Call'ing out)
Faith, I"'mgoing to get Mason. Call maintenance and tell
themif they don't fix the door I'"'mselling this building
to Donald Trunp and they won't |ike the pay cut!
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FAl TH ent ers.

FAI TH
K, but I won't be here when you get back.

JONATHAN exits FAITH dials. Lights up
in the Evers apartnent, DAVID answers.

DAVI D

Hel | o.
FAI TH

| got your letter. | got all your letters.
DAVI D

Wio say's you can't have fun for thirty-nine cents anynore.

FAI TH
Was that you in that cowboy hat and red underwear?

DAVI D
Don't you know a Speedo when you see one?

FAlI TH
(Laugh)
But | don't want to see one.

DAVI D
| don’t now why; you ve seen everything el se.

FAI TH
David, what if soneone is |istening?

DAVI D
| don’'t care | mss you

FAI TH
Well stop missing me because it won’t happen again. Oh, and
nice try, I found out Claire’ s not really your sister.

(Pause)
| can’t see you anynore. Things are changi ng between
Jonat han and ne, inportant things.

DAVI D
When were you going to tell ne?

FAI TH
| just told you. | really like you and I wanna be friends
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but I have to start thinking about ny future.

DAVI D
Real |y, what are you going to do marry hinf?
(Pause)
Do you even | ove hinf
FAI TH

Are you gonna nmake ne say it?

There’s a sad nonent as both FAI TH
and DAVID consi der their feelings.

How do you |i ke your new job?

DAVI D
It's CK

FAI TH
Wel | Jonathan said that the security on the front door is
busted. He wants sonmeone down there to fix it right away.

CLAI RE
(Enters)
| need to use the phone. Wio are you tal king to?

DAVI D puts on a mai ntenance hat, hangs
up the phone and exits.

CLAI RE
Don't |let anyone see you in that hat.

CLAI RE picks up the phone and dials
hol di ng a cat al og.

CLAI RE
Hello Tiffany's, this is M. Jonathan Forty's personal and
private secretary, Ms. Eleanor R gby. Listen dear, could
you pl ease send over that gold and silver broach on page
fifty-one of your catalog. Large. M. Forty would like to
give it to the crown princess of Carnel. Isn't he a peach?
Have themdeliver it to M. Forty's penthouse on central
park west. That's right, on account.

CLAI RE di al s the phone agai n.

Hel |l o Sachs Fifth Avenue, this is M. Jonathan Forty's
personal and very private secretary, Ms. Penny Lane. Yes.
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He'd like for you to send over a half dozen assorted
Versace originals, size six, for a formal volleyball team
he's particularly fond of. Isn't he grand? That's right,
his central park west address, the penthouse, on account.

CLAI RE di al s the phone agai n.

Hello Pizza Hut, this is Jonathan Forty's very personal
secretary, Ms. Lady Madonna. |I'mfine, how are you? Ch
well M. Forty thinks the Jets are going to win every year.
Li sten M ckey, could you please send over two of those
extra large pies and a six-pack, diet. | have a coupon. And
Ri ckey, if Manuel is working tonight, send himtoo.

CLAI RE hangs up. MASON and JONATHAN
enter the Forty Apartnent.

JONATHAN
That mai nt enance man | ooked fam i ar.
MASON
|"ma very busy man, speak now or forever get ny voice mil.
JONATHAN
| need your advice.
MASON
Good, | need your signature. This apartnent is a ness. Is

Faith sick again?

CLAI RE dials. The phone rings in
JONATHAN' S apart nment .

JONATHAN
She's tired she's always tired. Excuse nme. Hell o.

CLAI RE
Jonat han, this is your favorite neighbor Caire Evers
calling. How are you? It's been such a long tine.

MASON opens a folder and puts it down
in front of JONATHAN

JONATHAN
Yes Claire.

CLAI RE
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Li sten Johnny, could you do a pretty girl a huge favor.

must go to an emergency neeting at the Junior League and

| " m expecting sonme special deliveries. If | had them sent
to the penthouse in your name, could you be a hero and sign
for themuntil | return?

JONATHAN
"' m ki nd of busy right now.

CLAI RE
"1l send ny valet for them| prom se. Bye now.

JONATHAN hangs up and signs papers.

JONATHAN
What am | signing?

MASON
It’s a power of attorney. It’s word salad that allows ne to
make | egal maneuvers on your behalf w thout having to
bot her you with silly contracts and boring facts.

JONATHAN
Did ny father have one these?

MASON
No. But he only had one testicle; you ve got plenty of balls.

JONATHAN fi ni shes si gni ng.

Thank you, right there and there. Now, what's on your m nd?

JONATHAN hol ds up the cut crystal and
| ooks it over.

JONATHAN
l|'d like to know what this is.

MASON
It's ninetieth century Baccarat. It's old and it's val uabl e.
What are you going to do with it?

JONATHAN puts it down.

JONATHAN
You may find this hard to believe but |I've never been very
good with wonen, wi th good woman. Hypothec ally, if I
became involved with ny piano student which lead to a
physical relationship and as a result she becane?



43

MASON
Dead? Knocked-up?
JONATHAN
What woul d | do?
MASON
Well, legally speaking you could | ose her phone nunber. O

try living together until your conscience catches up with
your |ibido. Medical science has nade great strides in
deal ing with unpl anned and unwant ed.

JONATHAN
No child that is part of me will ever be unwanted. | know
what that's like. Who would raise it?

MASON
If you marry it’s shared. If you chose not to marry she
woul d nost certainly get custody. If you were married then
divorced it could go either way. The advantage is usually
to the nother but it would be up to a judge to decide.

JONATHAN
You're a judge.

MASON
Sone ot her judge.

JONATHAN

| would nmarry her then.

MASON
Congratul ations. But if you want to take the long leap into
the dark deep, if you insist on a never |asting enbrace,
you' || need protection.

JONATHAN
Isn't it alittle late for condons?

MASON
Better. A pre-nuptial agreenent; the good ones rarely | eak.

JONATHAN
(Exci t ed)
That's .
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(Pause)
That's probably the best idea |I've ever heard. Do you think
Faith would go for it?

MASON
(Exci t ed)
She' Il have no choice. Your holdings are as diverse as the

finest nutual fund fromautonotive to textiles. Your real
estate al one constitutes nore | and area than Rhode I sl and.
You own planes in the air and ships at sea. You are worth
in excess of, alot. Faith is the beautiful but poor
daughter of a mll worker fromNorth Carolina. If you don't
want to lose it all in a very nasty way, if you don't want
to wake up one day back in Cncinnati testing tooth paste
for Proctor & Gable instead of owning a twenty-one percent
share, then you nust protect yourself!

(Calm

At | east |ong enough to give it away.

JONATHAN
(0 ¢
MASON
(MASON with a note pad)
Good. | recommend the standard forever and ever amen treaty.

What ever happens regardl ess of fault, the ex-w fe gets say
ten mllion.

JONATHAN
This agreenent, could we nake it say anythi ng we want ?

JONATHAN wites on MASONS pad.

Can we? Could we make a request?

MASON
Sure, as long as it’s within reason.
JONATHAN
How nuch reason?
MASON
Shall | include a part tine mstress provision?
JONATHAN

This woul d be a pernmanent provision.

MASON
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Anyt hi ng goes as |ong as she agrees, and it's not illegal.

JONATHAN
Wul d that be legal for the rich or legal for the poor?

MASON
|'ve always been in favor of what is legal for the rich, to
remain the rich

JONATHAN points to note pad.

JONATHAN
Can it say this?
MASON
(Reads and reacts)
And whatever will conpensate the poor for their tine.
JONATHAN
It’s my dream | wake up across the room scream ng inside
nmy head, don't, please don't! |'m breaking for the door,

"cone on, we gotta get out of here!"” Hal fway down the hal
Stanley is standing there. “Why are you so troubl ed boy?"

MASON
Faith will nost certainly object.

JONATHAN
| object; nost nen don’t see what wonen see; they can't
spot a blemsh on a little boy's heart through an acre of
pain. But the trouble with wonen is that you can't trust
them Al you have to do to ensure that a woman will | eave
you is to love her. Men are too exhausted with thensel ves
to | ook after you, too tired to protect you froma
dangerous world that will |eave you wi th nightnares.

MASON
Are you sure you want to do this?

JONATHAN
|"msure that |’ mnot nost nen.

MASON
K. Call me if you change your mnd. It's a busy day the
crimnals are everywhere

MASON exits and a few seconds | ater
FAI TH ent ers.
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FAI TH

What's wong with you?
JONATHAN

Wher e have you been? It's tinme for your |esson.
FAI TH

| don't feel like a lesson today, |I'mtired.
JONATHAN

Way are you wonen al ways so tired?

FAI TH
It m ght have sonmething to do with you nen

JONATHAN
Al wonen are either tired or gone or dead, how do you ever
get anything done? W have a deal, house cleaning for piano
| essons. You agreed and since you don't clean the house any

| onger | insist you hold up at |east part of the bargain.
FAI TH

Tormorrow, |'Il hold it up tonorrow.
JONATHAN

WIl you sit down? Pl ease.

FAI TH pl ays an angry Heart and Soul .
JONATHAN pl ays with her. FAITH S part
beconmes softer. JONATHAN retreats
hol di ng his hands. FAITH goes to him

FAI TH
Al'l that aspirin is ripping a hole in your heart and your
stomach. You need treatnent for your hands.

JONATHAN
| need a | ot of things.
FAI TH
A wel | -adjusted eccentric |like you, | don't believe it.
JONATHAN
( Sof t ens)
| need trust, conpassion; | need soneone to share all; or

at | east part of what |'ve been given.

FAI TH
VWhat are you sayi ng Jonat han?
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JONATHAN
Soneone |i ke you who won't judge me; Faith, not |ong ago
you were just one of ny piano students.

FAI TH
| was your only piano student.
JONATHAN
W' ve becone close in so many ways.
FAI TH
That was you?
JONATHAN
This is serious. | have sonething to ask you. Wuld you
marry me? Don't give me an answer right away. You'll want

to think about it for a while.

FAITH l eaps in to JONATHAN S arns.

FAI TH
K 1"l marry you! | can't wait to tell ny nomma and daddy
and all ny brothers that I'’mmarring such an honorabl e man.

JONATHAN
Who can see the future? Faith, there is one small thing.
| told Mason he was crazy for even suggesting it, two
people in love don't need a contract but he thinks that a
man in ny position should have a pre-nuptial agreenent.

FAI TH
What’ s t hat ?

JONATHAN
It’s a docunent that outlines details about our marriage
before it takes place. It's nmeant to protect ne, and you.

FAI TH
And your noney?

JONATHAN puts a hand on FAITHS st onmach

Jonat han, are we going to live happily ever after?

JONATHAN
| wonder it’s such a crazy world.

FAI TH
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Ful | of bad people who do bad things?

JONATHAN
The crimnals are everywhere.

LI GHTS

ACT ONE

SCENE FI VE:

The Forty apartnent fifteen years in the future, JAMES
is alone playing the piano.

SETTI NG

The apartnent is cluttered and dark. JAMES gets up from
the piano and turns on the tel evision.

TELEVI SI ON PREACHER #1
And the angel of the Lord did conme down upon God's holy
brother and did speak to himsinner? Is the almghty in
your address book? Have you run fast fromthe devil for he
is right behind you? Can | get an anmen brother |srael?

TELEVI SI ON PREACHER #2
Aren! | will lay upon the faithful at home who cannot help
but to abide us with Gods holy | aws of abundance, a hel pful
tithing toward a true and prom sing, prom sed | and!

JAMES wal ks to the nobil e phone and
back to the TV.

TELEVI SI ON PREACHER #1
Lay upon themthis special prayer clothe blessed by the
holy water of Queens, blessed | say fromthe holy brook of
Brookl yn and bathed in the scenta of Staten Island. It’s
yours with a single mghty donati on!

JAMES
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This is Janes Forty. Can | speak to the person in charge of
t he program on now? Hello, when will your program about God
be over? I'd like to watch Jeopardy. You will? Thanks; |'m
gl ad you got saved from what was chasi ng you

JAMES turns up the TV vol une.

TELEVI SI ON PREACHER #1
The riches of the world rained down upon the faithful, excuse
me, glory, glory Brother Israel we have received the call!

TELEVI SI ON PREACHER #2
He said what? G ory, the call has conme and it is tine to
go! Go to the streets and the alleys of the nultitudes, to
t he backyards and sun porches of despair, spreading the
good word across this | and.

ANNOUNCER
W now return to our regularly schedul ed program

The Jeopardy thene plays.

JAMES
Cool !

JONATHAN enters wearing a robe and
using a cane, show ng the stress of
fifteen hard years he wal ks behi nd
JAMES tapping him turning off the TV.

JONATHAN
Wat ching television in this house requires supervision.

JONATHAN gi ves JAMES an awkward hug.
Do you forgive ne?

JAMES
Maybe, but will God forgive you?

JONATHAN
Ch for goodness sakes.

JAMES
God was on television just now, he sounds pretty popul ar.

JONATHAN
Yeah, he's very big in Italy.
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JAMVES
Wiy is it you ve taught ne | anguages, mathematics, science
and even bridge but you've never once said anythi ng about
God? This God, is he a friend of yours? The man on TV says

if you're not saved then you'll go to hell! Were is hell?
JONATHAN
It’s in Mdtown, Eighth Avenue at 42" St.
JAMES
| don't think |I've ever been there. Have | ever been to hell?
JONATHAN
Goodness no.
JAMES
|"d like to go there sonetine.
JONATHAN
No you don't.
JAMES
Does God |ive there?
JONATHAN
| don't think so.
JAMES
Then he nmust live in a nice house |ike we do?
JONATHAN
| don't know Janes.
JAMES

It's no wonder you've never taught ne about God, you don't
know anyt hi ng about him

JONATHAN
| know as much as anybody else. God isn’'t exactly an exact
sci ence you know.

JAMES
Vel | ?

JONATHAN



o1

Vell, we're created by God and the world was set in notion
for our benefit to sustain our spirit while we run this
kind of race to inpress him

JAMES
A race, you nean like in cars?

JONATHAN
No, we use our bodies instead of cars.

JAMES
|’ ve seen on television, if you have a good body soneone
will give you a car.

JONATHAN
That may be but w thout bodies we can’t tell if soneone is
a blue eyed bl onde football hero with a ford nodeling
contract or an over weight black | esbian with bad skin who
wor ks the drive up at burger world. We couldn't judge or
di scrim nate against others for their color, |ove them
because they are beautiful, or hate themfor their noney,
you nust have the bodies to make it work otherw se you
can't race.

JAMES
So what happens at the finish |ine?

JONATHAN
If you've run a good race you can party at God's house. W
have wasted enough time on this.

JAMVES
But what if | run a bad race?

JONATHAN
There's another party, at the Port Authority. That's enough.

JAMES pl ays a pretty piece on the
pi ano, JONATHAN S nood changes.

Bravo. You played that with such passion, such grace;
technically it was al nost perfect. I'mvery inpressed but not
famliar with the conposer?

JAVES
It's something |I've been working on. It's nothing.
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JONATHAN
You’ ve been working on? No, it's sonething, something good,
raw and truthfully done. But | wonder if it's wise to
create when you have barely mastered the craft?

JAMES
You're right.
JONATHAN
James, do you forgive ne?
(Sil ence)
|’ myour father; I'’mall you have so you nust forgive ne.
JAMES

More make believe dogmas to go along with our |ives are al
predet erm ned and ot her universal |aws by Professor Forty
fromthe University of the Dark?

JONATHAN
You may ridicule ne if you like, but |I’m convinced that
your talent for piano was decided | ong before you showed up
to play. Who you are, what you have, your world ranking al
figured out before you were born.

JAMVES
Witten down in a book?

JONATHAN
Per haps, imagi ne everyone in the world ranked all the way
up to nunber one. Wat's your nunber? And if you didn't
i ke your nunber how far would you go to inprove your
position?

JAMES
| f you knew what your nunber was, and it wasn't going to
change, why would you even try and nove up?

JONATHAN opens a book.

JONATHAN

Ah, a world full of apathy and indifference for a reason.
JAMES

There is no such book.
JONATHAN

Wul d you like for ne to | ook you up?

JAMES
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Let me see that.

JONATHAN
|’"msure it’s here. Janmes Forty, nunber one thousand two
hundred fifty one, three spots behind Mther Teresa.

JAMES
Who is Mother Teresa? |Is she on Hol |l ywood Squares?

JONATHAN
My point is, even though our lives seemto be a final
draft, we still have to play themout. For exanple, if you

were wal king al ong the street.

JAMVES
VWhen?

JONATHAN
And you | ooked up and saw a piano falling fromthe top of
the Enpire State building. If you screamout a warning, or
stand there in silence, you decide who will live or die.

JAMVES
VWhat do | do?

JONATHAN
Whatever it is the decision has already been nmade. You and
|, we're involved in each other's scripts. The fact that
you and | |ive here alone was our destiny; when it was
determ ned by ne. It was in our script.

JAMES
So, nother |eaving us was in our script?

JONATHAN
That was her deci sion.

JAMES
Det erm ned by her?

JONATHAN
O course, there were choices made and the outconme was you
and | as we were neant to be. Do you understand?

JAMES
How do you know?
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JONATHAN
| believe it. Even that silly witer had a part to play.

JAMVES
VWhat witer?

JONATHAN
Didn't | tell you? A friend of your nothers, David shows up
here one Christmas quite taken with her; she couldn’t get
ride of him
(Asi de)
| think they may have skipped of f together.

JAMES
This is the first |’ve heard of this.

JONATHAN
s it? Don’t worry about it, you' re nother was a good wonan.

JAMES
What part of her is good all of the sudden?

JONATHAN
She was dedi cated; did you know that she visited the sane
squirrel in the park every Tuesday for over a year?

JAVES
| thought she was kind and capabl e, of al nost anything?

JONATHAN
That and nore until the day she left us and in a way that |
can't explain, I mss her.

JAMES
(Upset)

Well | don't! You can't m ss what you don't know? Like
chocol ate or friends your own age or television or God!

JONATHAN
Well, we've had our fun haven't we? It’s a good thing we
get along so well.

JAMES

It’s surprising considering how different we are.

JONATHAN
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Nonsense, we're like two greens in a bean; Sianese
brothers; so alike it's scary.

JAMES
How can you say that? I'"'mtall you're short. You're bright
| struggle. Qur hair color and our piano style's are mles
apart. | play in a flow ng, confident blonde way. You're
technically good but you play piano |ike a read-headed
engi neer.

JONATHAN
You' d be lucky to play like nme with my arthritis. It’s a
famly curse. My father had it; | have it and you

JAMES wi ggl es his fingers.

JAMES

LI GATS
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ACT TWO

SCENE ONE

It’s New York City back to present day, two nonths | ater
SETTI NG

Jonat han’ s apartnment decorated for a wedding. Jonathan is
sitting in his wnged chair watching football

JONATHAN
Wth all the noney we pay nunber twenty-seven; shoul dn't
nunber twenty-seven know where the goal line is?

JONATHAN di al s as MASON ent ers.

MASON
Put that phone down! The coach says he'll quit if you cal
hi mon the sidelines again. The nedia thinks he's talking
to his girlfriend.

JONATHAN hangs up the phone.

JONATHAN

"1l be his girl friend if he takes ne to a Super Bow .
MASON

Soon you won't be available; you'll be an old married man.

JONATHAN fights with his necktie.

JONATHAN
Right, I've been trying to figure out how to fasten a hal f
hitch in this noose around ny neck all norning.

MASON
And what about your bride?

JONATHAN
Faith has been conpletely uninterested in the process.
What ever you want Jonathan; | like it if you like it Jonathan.
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JONATHAN gi ves up on the necktie and
MASON hel ps him

| can't do this! I'"mnot cut out for commtnent.
MASON
Rel ax; | have your safety net.
JONATHAN
Is it legal for the rich?
MASON
It must be. | couldn't find a single | egal precedent. Not

one nention in any |legal volune available to ny office
yest er day.

JONATHAN
Really, it's probably all over the Bible.

MASON gi ves JONATHAN the file.

MASON
The final draft was delivered to Faith this norning. 1'l]
answer any questions when she arrives and, why are you
still here?

JONATHAN
Where should | be? This is ny weddi ng day.
MASON
It’s your wedding hour, until then get lost. | need tine to

get this contract signed and it could get unconfortable.

JONATHAN
What could be nore confortable than ten mllion dollars?

MASON
That's how you and | see it. But don't be surprised if she
doesn't agree with us.

JONATHAN
| "' m not goi ng anywhere.

FAI TH enters upset, pregnant and
hol di ng the contract as JONATHAN hi des.

FAI TH
VWher e' s Jonat han?
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MASON
Faith, please cone in.

FAI TH
Wiere is he?

MASON

He went to the store, to buy sonme rice. You nust be tired?
Can | get you sonething?

FAI TH
Sonme wat er pl ease.

MASON
Certainly, are you feeling all right?

FAI TH
Why does everybody keep asking nme that?

MASON
You lack the glow of a wonan about to be married to one of
the richest nen in Aneri ca.

FAI TH
Jonat han said | should sign this. What do you think?

FAI TH t hrows her contract on the table.

O should I blanme you for this awful feeling of conditional
love I'"'mfeeling on ny weddi ng day?

MASON
If there's anything in here that's not to your IiKking,
anything at all, nowis the time to object.

FAI TH

He’s got balls asking ne to do this. O was this your idea?

MASON
Renenber, once you sign this docunent, |egally you mnust
abide by it or risk. You would risk.

FAI TH
What ? Execution? 1'I| already be dead.

MASON
And the noney, it's sufficient?

FAI TH
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Fine, you haven’t told me what you think about this?

MASON
| know this may seem an insensitive procedure in |Iight of
such a joyous and hopeful occasion but |I'm sure you
understand that M. Forty must protect his considerable
i nterests.

MASON shows FAI TH t he pages.

It's a sinple pre-nuptial contract with articles listed as
one through four. It addresses the marriage, the children
and upon the dissolution of the marriage, for any reason,

you wWill receive ten million dollars as one |arge sum any
guestions?

FAI TH
(Pause)
[t’s mne no matter what?

MASON
The exact reason for the dissolution is not critical.
Jonathan feels, as | do that financial gain is not the
nmotivation behind this union, therefore uninportant as an
out cone. Obvi ously you two have sonething very special.

FAI TH
G ve ne a pen!
MASON
You are twenty-one years of age?
FAI TH
Bite ne!
FAI TH si gns.
MASON
| know you'll be very happy. There and there and there,

tw ce. Thank you and thank you.

JONATHAN bounces i n excited.

JONATHAN
It's a great day for a weddi ng!

MASON
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Faith is feeling a bit vulnerable. | assured her that
everything would be all right.

JONATHAN

Everything will be fine with tine. Mason, you're on.
MASON

"1l get ny book.
JONATHAN

Wiere are all the guests? Ch right, | didn't invite any!
MASON

No guests? Then we have a small problem State |aw requires
there be at |east two w tnesses.

JONATHAN
Well, we are in a bit of atight. Caire! She owes ne a
favor; 1'Il call the Evers.

JONATHAN di al s the Evers on speaker phone.

CLAI RE
Hell o, Caire Evers, speak to ne.

JONATHAN
Claire this is Jonathan Forty, your favorite neighbor from
upstairs. |Is David there with you?

DAVI D
You bet Jonat han.

JONATHAN
Faith and | are getting married today and New York state
| aw requires we have two witnesses.

CLAlI RE
Sounds |ike fun! W're naked right now but we could be up
there in say, two mnutes?

JONATHAN
Tell you what, why don't you just stay right there on the
phone and you can be naked wi t nesses.

MASON vi gorously shakes his head no!
JONATHAN r eaches for a boom box and
starts some bad weddi ng nusic.
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CLAI RE
Johnny you are a bad boy.

JONATHAN
K, it's all yours Mason.

MASON
Dearly bel oved, we are gathered here today to unite this
man, Jonat han Forty and this wonman, Faith Lockhart in the
bonds of holy matrinony.

JONATHAN
Are you two still there?

CLAlI RE
W' re here!

DAVI D

You don't have to do this Faith.

MASON
| f anyone present, or on the phone can show just and | egal
causes why they nmay not be joined, speak now or forever
hol d your peace.

DAVI D

As a matter of fact | would |ike to say.
CLAlI RE

Shut up David! This is so beautiful. Go ahead judge.
MASON

Who gives this woman to this man?
DAVI D

Don't say another word Faith; |I'mcom ng up there!
JONATHAN

Keep goi ng Mason.
CLAI RE

David you get back here! And put sone clothes on
MASON

Pl ease joi n hands.
CLAlI RE

You all better hurry up.
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MASON
Jonat han, do you take Faith as your wedded wife, to have to
hol d, for better or for worse, for richer or for poorer; in

sickness and in health till death do you part?
JONATHAN

Sur e.
MASON

And do you Faith, take Jonathan as your wedded husband, to
have to hold, for better or for worse, for richer or for
poorer, in sickness and in health, till death do you part?

FAI TH
"' m so unhappy!

JONATHAN
That's a yes!

DAVI D i s poundi ng on the door.

DAVI D
Don't do it Faith! Open this door! Open the door
JONATHAN
Do you think we can hurry this us pl ease?
MASON
By the powers vested in ne by the state of New York, | now

pronounce you man and wife. You may kiss the bride.

DAVI D
Let nme in! Faith, open this door.
LI GHTS
ACT TWO
SCENE TWOD

It’s New York City, nine nonths |ater.
SETTI NG

The basenent apartnent of the Evers, Caire is pushing
smal|l dunb bells into the air with very | oud headphones on.
Davi d breaks down the door and enters, standing over her.

CLAI RE
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( Si ngs)
| want a man with a sl ow hand.

DAVI D
| saw Ms. Forty in the park this norning

CLAlI RE
(Si ngs)
| want a lover with an easy touch.

DAVI D
She was wal ki ng her new baby; the doorman said his nanme is
James. Claire, why did you change the | ocks?

DAVI D pops one ear phone.

You' ve been buil ding your pecs and tightening your abs for
over a year. You're starting to |look |ike Jack LalLane.

CLAI RE
It's better than not being able to get into your own Speedo.
DAVI D
As opposed to soneone el se's?
CLAlI RE
| f necessary; if you want to attract you've got to be
attractive Charlie, | figure Jonathan Forty will |ight me up

with a line of credit, no interest and a mllion years to pay!
CLAI RE goes through the nail

VWhich reminds ne, Christmas is alnbst here and still no
invitation to dinner, did you piss himoff?

DAVI D opens a bottle of w ne.

| wonder; 1've been follow ng you and Faith every Tuesday
in the park. Sane tinme, same place, sane lie.

DAVI D
VWhat ?

CLAlI RE
Long lingering wal ks by the pond and all the tinme she's as
pregnant as a country cousi n!

CLAI RE hol ds up sone pictures.
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VWhat will the New York Post think?

DAVI D
| thought we agreed we wouldn't kill anybody.
CLAlI RE
It's only a senseless public relations death.
(Pause)

But nobody has to die; everything is avoidable at a price.

DAVI D
| know what you're thinking and it won't work.
(Pause)
Faith and | have been close for a long tine.

CLAI RE
All's fair in love and war and cowboys and farmgirls and
mllionaires and ne.

DAVI D
Cl oser than you think Claire and I won’t hurt her!

CLAI RE
Are we growi ng apart David? Have we lost the fire? Wiat's
she got that | ain't got? See you | ater |over boy.

CLAI RE exits. DAVID pours a drink then
pi cks up the phone and dials FAI TH

DAVI D
You better cone down here.

FAI TH
Are you all right you sound funny? Are you drunk?

DAVI D
Claire's on her way up.

FAI TH exits. There's a knock at the
door. JONATHAN enters and answers it.

JONATHAN
Well, ook who it is.

CLAlI RE
Hel l o Jonathan, it's awful quiet in there.

CLAI RE pokes her head in the door
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and then pushes her way in.

Anyt hing you want to tell ne?

JONATHAN
Li ke what ?

CLAI RE
|"ve read about you guys, one day you just snap and bamni
Sil ence of the Yans!

JONATHAN
Janmes is sleeping. It's been a while since |I've seen you up
cl ose you | ook rested.

CLAI RE
| hate to be the bearer of good news but it seens your wfe
and ny David have been frolicking in the park on Tuesdays
and God knows what el se the rest of the week. Wiat do you
t hi nk about that?

JONATHAN
Excuse ne.
JONATHAN crosses to the phone, enters
a pager nunber then returns.
Well, | find that hard to believe.
CLAI RE
| don't care if you believe it, | know soneone who wll.

CLAI RE hands JONATHAN the letters.

| found these letters stashed behind the toilet, to Faith
from David, nothing to shocking but enough to start a fire.

JONATHAN
Faith with David, we've only been married a year and she's
been pregnant the whole tine.

CLAI RE
He's a kinky little nonkey isn't he?

JONATHAN and CLAI RE pause and stare.

JONATHAN
So, how are things? Excuse ne.
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JONATHAN goes back to the phone and
enters the same pager nunber

CLAI RE
| * m good.
JONATHAN
What do you want O aire?
CLAlI RE
What makes you think | want somnething?
JONATHAN
You don't?
CLAlI RE

| want you to nmake a |arge cash donation to the Caire
Evers benevolent fund or watch ne tell the world about your
wfe' s little inside the park hone run.

JONATHAN
That's bl ackmai | .
CLAI RE
Say a cool mllions worth, small bills in a nice black

desi gner suit case, leather with a matching hand bag,
everyday stuff, nothing too flashy.

JONATHAN
Then what ?

CLAI RE
Then these pictures won't end up on the front page of
t he New York Post.

JONATHAN
So if | give you noney, you'll destroy those?
CLAI RE
That's the idea, as far as you know.
JONATHAN
And what about Davi d?
CLAlI RE

| won't tell the Post but you have to get your own w fe back.
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CLAI RE exits. JONATHAN enters anot her
pager nunber. MASON enters and hands
JONATHAN a gift box.

MASON
| now have all three of your pages. Here, please tell Janes
it's fromhis Uncle Mason.

JONATHAN
VWhat is this?
MASON
A gol d pl ated abacus and a bust of Norman Rockefeller.
JONATHAN
James i s sl eeping.
MASON
And Fai th?
JONATHAN

| can only watch one kid at a tine.

MASON
My associ ates have been following Caire Evers, who' s been
follow ng David Evers, who is not actually her husband for
t he past twel ve nonths.

MASON opens a file.

Faith has been neeting M. Evers in the park on Mondays.

JONATHAN
No, Tuesdays.

MASON
And Tuesdays, they're a bit grainy but it's definitely Faith.

JONATHAN
It’s nothing; they're just sitting there Iike friends woul d.

MASON
Look cl oser; those two are in training for sonething.

JONATHAN | ooks agai n, closely.

JONATHAN
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You're right they're practicing. And now that Evers bitch
shows up here and tries to blackmail ne.

MASON
She didn't? Well that's not all bad.

JONATHAN
Wi ch part of it is good?

MASON
It saves us fromhaving to issue a press release. The
bi gger this whole nasty picture gets, the clearer the world
sees your justification for dunping that |ying,
mani pul ati ng gol d di gger.

JONATHAN
(Hurt, unsure)
Yes, we nust dunp the gold digger.

MASON

That's what you want right? That's why we're here?
JONATHAN

Qur noney and our power are why we're here. | don't want

Janes hurt by an ugly ness so wap it up.

MASON
Sure. This nust be very hard on you?

JONATHAN
(Refl ective)
Hard? At first you feel nothing. Then anger, depression and

then it's just funny. Janes will need his father nore than
ever. It's my dream A chance to nold ny son into the man
he'll need to be to live in a world that's unkind. Janes!

JAMES cries fromthe bedroom

MASON
Shoul d | arrange for the noney?

JONATHAN
Well I"mnot going to do it.

JONATHAN hurries off stage.

MASON
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O course, ten mllion dollars, the nost expensive piece of
ass in the long and furrowed history of ass.

MASON exits, the lights up in the
Evers apartnent. DAVID S drunk on a
box. Faith appears with suitcases in
each hand. FAI TH knocks then opens the
door, leaving the suitcases outside.

FAI TH
Hel | o, anybody honme? Are you OK?
DAVI D
| don't know what have you heard?
FAI TH
| hear you're a drunk
DAVI D

| was wondering why the floor kept hitting ne in the face.

FAI TH t akes the bottle from DAVI D and
[ights up a snoke.

FAI TH
Wy do you want to go and start drinking again?

DAVI D
You don't care. Hey, |eave sonme for ne.

DAVID retrieves his bottle.

Claire knows about our letters and the park, maybe that
time too. She's going to try and black mail Jonat han. \Wen
did you start snoking?

FAI TH and DAVI D | augh.

Why are we |laughing when it's all so sad?

FAI TH
"1l tell you one thing; Jonathan doesn't care if we do it
on a swing set! Al he cares about is his precious Janes.
He'd just as soon Claire tells everybody, save himthe
troubl e.

DAVI D
| told her we were just friends.
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FAI TH
Lair! I'"'mbored; I want to go out dancing. I'mtired of
t hese people and this place.

DAVI D
You have a beautiful new baby and your husband can buy
Maryl and, what are you whi ning about ?

FAI TH
You don't know what it's like. If I wanna go out | have to
sneak out. He doesn't want nme spending tine wth Janmes; he
keeps himcovered up all the tine and his hands are getting
so bad | swear he's gonna drop him | know he'd like it
better if | was gone.

DAVI D
Gone? You nean |ike gone?

FAI TH
This nmorning while he was sleeping | ran out of the house.
| kept running till | got to the end of the pier, way out
into the harbor. | turned around and | ooked back at al

those tall buildings and all those small people and for one
short second | was out of this city, away from Jonat han. It
ain't working out like I planned. You gotta get nme outta
here, out of New York David; can you do that?

DAVI D
| could do that. Were do you want to go?

FAI TH
Ari zona. Renenber you said they got all those colors in the
sky? They got deserts you can | ook at and never see the end
of .

DAVI D
That's what it's like all right.

FAI TH
Take me to see that sky.

DAVI D
You better be careful what you ask for. Wat about
Jonat han? \Wat about your ki d?

FAI TH
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It's just for alittle while. I'lIl tell Jonathan |I got a
brother in Tucson. He won't know.

DAVI D
Don't play with me, this isn't a walk in the park, this
isnt doing it, this is really doing it. Are you sure this
is what you want?
(Pause)
K, we got one problem noney.

FAI TH
Money isn't everything.

DAVI D
It is when you don't have any and you want to take a pretty
girl out west to see the colors in the sky, that shit ain't
free you know.

FAI TH
| can get noney. \Wat are you going to tell Caire?

DAVI D
What do you think? Cone here.

DAVI D and FAI TH kiss. FAI TH j unps up
and exits picking up her suitcases she
exits the stage. The lights fade.
JONATHAN enters with a crying JAVES
pushi ng the pacifier repeatedly.

JONATHAN
Faith! \Where are you? Janes, you're crying like you | ost
your | ast good dollar in you first bad poker ganme. There's
pl enty nore where that canme from son. Daddy knows what you
need, | ove and discipline.

FAI TH enters, drops her suitcases and
turns in front of the mrror.

FAI TH
| think I"'mfinally starting to get nmy shape back. Don't
you think so? Jonat han?

JONATHAN
Were have you been? James has been crying for five m nutes.

FAI TH
| " ve been packi ng.
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FAI TH t akes t he baby.

| cry all the tinme and it doesn't hurt ne.

JONATHAN
Packi ng for what? What do you have to cry about? | give you
everything you coul d possible want.

FAI TH
A trip; all the happi ness noney can buy?

JONATHAN
And what's wong with that? Wat trip?

FAI TH
There are things noney can't buy Jonat han!

JONATHAN t akes JAMES back.

JONATHAN
Oh, you're just not trying hard enough. What is all this,
are you goi ng sone pl ace?

FAI TH
Don't you remenber, you suggested | take a trip after the
baby was born? |I’m going out west to see ny brother David
in Tucson, that's in Arizona.

JONATHAN
| know where Tucson i s!

FAI TH
Good, then you'll know where I am Do you think you and
James will be all right for a while?

JONATHAN
Sure. We've got plenty of mlk and cereal and diapers. If
we need anything else | send Uncle Mason out for it.

FAI TH
(Reconsi ders)
You know this m ght not be such a good tine to go.

FAI TH t akes JAMES from JONATHAN.
What if James got sick and needed his nother?

JONATHAN
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No, | insist! The longer you wait the harder it will be.
You shoul d take sonme tinme for yourself.

FAI TH
A baby gets lonely for his nother.
JONATHAN
Your brother David, |'ve forgotten is he married?
FAI TH
He's been living with this girl but it's not really working
out. Jonathan, | do have one | ast request.
JONATHAN
| don’t have a blindfold.
FAI TH
| need sone cash
JONATHAN
Mason will take care of it.

JONATHAN t akes JAMES from FAI TH who exits.

LI GHTS

ACT TWO

SCENE THREE

It’s winter in New York City, fifteen years |ater

SETTI NG

The basenent apartnent once used by the Evers is now a
storage closet. David stands outside trying to open the
door. FAITH wal ks up and she and DAVID enter.

DAVI D
VWw, they fixed the place up.
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FAI TH
There's still no heat.

DAVI D
Claire was the reason this place was so cold. W shoul d
nove back here; | bet you could warmit up?

DAVI D di sappears behi nd sone boxes.

FAI TH
VWhat are we doi ng?

DAVI D
| want to show you sonet hi ng.

FAI TH
W cane all the way back from Ari zona so you could show ne
somet hi ng?

DAVI D
No silly, it's because we cane back that |I'm show ng you
sonet hing, you're the only one who knows why we canme back

FAI TH
Hurry up | want to get upstairs.

DAVI D
What makes you think they' Il be happy to see you? You're
the one who left; I’mjust saying it could be weird,

fifteen years is a |long vacation.

DAVI D cli nbs through the boxes and
energes, giving FAITH the letters.

Claire got the ones behind the toilet but she forgot to
check the nedicine cabinet. Qur love letters, | didn't have
time to grab them before we |eft.

FAI TH
There's nothing in here that has anything to do with | ove.
W both wanted to be anywhere el se but here. Al these
letters did was pass the tine.

FAI TH gi ves them back to DAVID who a
little gets frisky.

DAVI D
That wasn't the only thing keepi ng us busy.
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FAI TH
Ch grow up.

DAVI D
After fifteen years of marriage | still feel like a
teenager. | only wish we had a pile of kids to go with it.
Damm ny | ow sperm count!

FAI TH

(Anused)

Who told you that?

DAVI D
You di d.

FAI TH
No | didn't!

DAVI D

You said it was my problemwe couldn't have children. You
wanted children didn't you? You wanted children didn't you?

FAI TH
| haven't seen the one | have since he was a baby. What’s
he going to think of his nother?

DAVI D
He's going to love her; just like | do.

FAI TH
How sweet. David, before we go up | should tell you
sonet hi ng about Jonat han.

DAVI D
Did he hit you?

FAI TH
No, it wasn't |ike that.

DAVI D
If he hit you I swear |'I1I!

FAI TH

He may say sone things you haven't heard before.

DAVI D
What ki nd of things?

FAI TH
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About you and nme and Janes, and the noney.

DAVI D
| don’t care about the noney. It was nice for a while but
now it’s gone. No matter what happens we’'re still a famly.
FAI TH
| |ove you. That's why we need a plan. |I'|Il go up first,

you give nme twenty mnutes then come up and kick down the
door and start making wild accusations.

DAVI D
What ki nd of accusations?
FAI TH
Oh I’msure sonething will cone to m nd. Jonat han doesn't
i ke confrontation; we'll get himback on his heels.
DAVI D

Why can’t you just be honest and tell him how you feel,
that you want to see your son? He's a father, he'l
understand. Al those years are gone you can't get them

back. James will be a man soon and a man can do what he
wants. |If we're smart that can include us. | |ove you
Faith, and | |ove your son because he's a part of you.

FAl TH hands DAVI D a not e.

FAI TH
That’ s sweet. This cane for you

DAVI D
There's no return address.

FAI TH ki sses DAVID and exits. David
opens the note and reads it.

LI GATS

ACT TWDO
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SCENE FOUR

It’s winter in New York Gty still later that day.
SETTI NG

Jonat han's nmessy NY apartnent, MASON enters in the dark and
pul I s the shades open. Light pours in. MASON calls out.

MASON
Jonat han, for God’ s sake conme into the daylight. Janes!

JAMES enters quietly.

JAMES
Uncl e Mason?

MASON
You too ny boy, | won't bite.

JAMES
| wasn't expecting you.

MASON
Who were you expecting?

JAMVES
No one, our last visitor was nonths ago from UPS. They had
t he wong address.

MASON
You're the one who |looks a little | ost son; is everything OK?

JAMES
|"mfine. How are you?

MASON
Good. It's a beautiful day.

JAMES
Yes it is. Uncle Mason is there anything exciting going on?
| mean down there, down on the street?

MASON
This is New York son, the nost amazing city in the world. The
arts, the theater, Wall Street is a six |ane super highway.
Street nmerchants, nusicians and food vendors apply their
trades while the right and left wings try and save the world
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from both ends agai nst the mddle on Seventh Avenue. Is it
exciting? You bet, twenty four-seven son, twenty four-seven.

JAMES
| want to go down there! 1’'I|l be a street vendor! O maybe
an actor on the stage!
MASON
(Amused)
An actor, | think you can shoot a little higher than that.
JAMES
Father is afraid if I go | won't cone back.
MASON
He’ s such an uneven old bird. Wll, soon it won't be an
i ssue; you'll have the noney to do what you want.
JAMVES

If there's anything left?

MASON
What do you know about that?

JAMES
| know you’ ve been dissolving his enpire; giving it to
charity.

MASON
Your father believes altruismis a giant step toward heaven;
| believe it a threat to nmy very existence. So, if | am at
all worth ny conpensation, and I am nmny power of attorney and
| will have set aside anple funds to sustain you

JAMES
Where is it, the noney?

MASON
"1l keep it for you, until you re man enough to spend it.

JAMES
And what will happen to hi mwhen he’s poor?

MASON
You can take care of himif you want.

JAMES
| hope you'll serve me as well as you've served Jonat han?
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MASON
It would be nmy pleasure sir. Let’s start by hiring you a
mai d. This place hasn't been this vile since Faith was
her e.

JONATHAN ent ers.

JONATHAN
Faith isn't here. | don't know where she is.

JAMES
Mason says that it's very exciting on the street today.

JONATHAN

So what ?
JAMES

| thought 1'd go downstairs and see. Wat do you think?
JONATHAN

Absol utely not, you'll stay here and work on Theory.
MASON

Let the boy go outside Jon, nake sone friends, neet a girl.
Wuld you like to neet a girl Janmes?

JAMES
(Nervous)
You nean a real girl?
MASON
You could stand a little fresh air yourself old man.
JONATHAN
(Upset)
You wi Il not go downstairs. You will not see how exciting
it is. And you will not neet a girl! Grls will only break
your heart. They'|ll leave crying and al one. Are you trying
to kill ne? Do you want nme to have anot her heart attack?
MASON
Take it easy.
JONATHAN

| amnot taking it easy!

JAMES
(Exits)
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He’s all right he likes attention. Goodbye Uncle Mason.

MASON
Janes.

JONATHAN
It's hard enough raising a teenager w thout you introducing
himto girls. Wiat were you thinking; stirring himup wth
notions of Catholic schoolgirls in plaid skirts and saddl e
shoes?

MASON
You | ook terrible. How nmuch do you wei gh?

JONATHAN
Buck naked, bowels enpty, one twenty. That's with ny scal e,

the one at the doctor’s office lies you know it |ies.

MASON
You shoul d take better care of yourself you | ook like hell.

JONATHAN
| s that what you cane here to tell ne?

MASON
No.

JONATHAN
You're not dying are you? | hate it when people tell ne
t hey' re dyi ng.

MASON
No you?
JONATHAN
Yes. How do | | ook?
MASON
|s that a new sweater?
JONATHAN

Not me, my noney! How nuch noney do | have | eft? Have you
given it away? | want you to give it away!

MASON
Yes, it's alnost all gone.
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JONATHAN
Real | y, how nmuch nore?
MASON
Another mllion or so and you'll be busted. Haven't you

been readi ng the newspapers?

JONATHAN

| never read the newspaper.
MASON

"Eccentric mllionaire Jonathan Forty is near bankruptcy."
JONATHAN

Wiy is it taking so long? Did it really say eccentric?
MASON

Faith is in town. She and her second husband David arrived

yesterday. |'msure they' Il be paying you a visit.
JONATHAN

They want to see Janes; they won't |ike what they see.

MASON
G ve her a polite hello and send her back to where she cane
from Now try and get sone fresh air, put on sone new
cl othes and eat sonmething green. | have to go; | have a
friend waiting for ne outside.

JONATHAN
A friend, what kind of friend? Is it a wonan, that kind of
friend?

MASON
It’s something |ike that.

JONATHAN pushes MASON to the door.

JONATHAN
You shoul d be ashaned of yourself, are you a gentlenan? You
don't keep a lady waiting in the hallway invite her in.

MASON
There's no tine.

JONATHAN
There’s always tine for the scent of a wonen. Don’'t worry,
" monly going to stare; you won’'t have to share her or
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anyt hi ng ki nky.

MASON exits and enters with Claire
wearing a wi g. Jonathan recogni zes her.

MASON
Jonathan Forty, 1'd like you to neet ny friend, Caire.

CLAI RE
Charnmed |’ m sure.

CLAI RE hol ds out her hand and
JONATHAN suddenly can’t breathe
dropping to his knees gaspi ng.

MASON
Are you all right?

JONATHAN
I’mfine, just fine, alittle reflex refl ux.

CLAlI RE
Wul d you |ike a back rub?

MASON sl aps JONATHAN S back and
hel ps hi m up.

MASON
He’s all right. Take it easy their old boy. Your major
nmedi cal has | apsed.

JONATHAN
I’mfine, really. Can | get you sonething, Caire?

CLAlI RE
A martini please, stirred not shaken and an order of fries.

Pul 1'i ng MASON asi de JONATHAN and MASON
fix a Martini. JONATHAN S hands shake.

JONATHAN
WIl you excuse us? You're wong Mason, you are going to
die! Where in the world did you neet this woman?

MASON
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It's the strangest thing; we kept running into each other
on the elevator. W' ve becone very fast friends and even
faster lovers. | really think she's the one.

JONATHAN
She's the one all right!

MASON
What’s wong with you? She conmes froma good famly; with
great personal wealth, her ex-husband was.

JONATHAN
Ass deep in oil?

MASON
| believe that's right.

JONATHAN and MASON bring the drinks.

JONATHAN
|"msorry; | just found out a friend of ours is dying.
So, what do you do Caire?

CLAI RE
As little as possible, you see | was born with noney,
marri ed noney and then made noney.

JONATHAN gags and qui ckly takes
CLAIRE' S drink away.

JONATHAN
Are you done with that?

CLAlI RE
Vell 1.
JONATHAN
It's been a pleasure, Caire. | hope to see you again soon.

Be careful with this one he's an awful cheater at bridge.
" m hungry.

JONATHAN pushes and CLAI RE backs out
of the room

MASON
"1l just be a m nute.

CLAI RE
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It’s nice to see you agai n Jonat han.

MASON
That was rat her abrupt.
JONATHAN
|"msorry but she's nmuch younger than you. She'll put you

in the hospital and | eave you w th not hi ng.

MASON
You woul d | eave me with nothing; at |east she has a nice ass.

JONATHAN
Wong again! She's shown her ass on many occasions and it's
never been pl easant.

JONATHAN pulls a stale sandwi ch from
the drawer and takes a bite.

Thi nk Mason, do you renmenber the woman | told you about who
lived dowmn on the first floor sonme years ago; a ghastly
wench, a dreadful bitch, a horrible female?

MASON

The one who bl ackmail ed you and ran up your charge accounts?
JONATHAN

That’ s the one.
MASON

What was her nane? Her name was Claire too, Oaire Evers.
She nmust be in jail by now

JONATHAN
Did you ever neet her, face to face?
MASON
|"msure | didn't.
JONATHAN

Wel |l now you have. Good | uck and goodbye dear friend. And
don't forget your protection. Wiere is ny special tea?

MASQON, stunned, backs out the door.
JONATHAN exits. JAMES enters and
begins to practice. There is a knock
at the door and JAMES answers it.

JAMES
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Hello, may | hel p you?

FAI TH
Yes, |I'm |l ooking for Jonathan Forty, is he at honme?
JAMVES
Wo's cal ling?
FAI TH
Tell himits Mlly, MIly Crowder.
JAMVES
Are you | ost?
FAI TH
| don't think so.
JAMES

Wul d you like to come in then?

FAI TH
Are you sure it's all right? | could cone back later?

JAMES
It's OKwith me. My father doesn't have many callers.

FAI TH ent ers.

FAI TH

Thank you. Does Janmes Forty live here too?
JAMES

" m Janes; did you |ook in the mail box?
FAI TH

You | ook Iike a Janes.
JAVES

My father thinks | look like a Stanley. Stanley was ny
gr andf at her, he taught piano. What do you do?

FAI TH
Not hing; | was a dancer once, when | was younger.
JAMVES
You | ook like a dancer.
(Pause)

How do you know Father? Did you dance for hinf
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FAI TH
When | first noved to New York your father was mnmy piano teacher
JAMES
Me too! He's ny piano teacher too.
FAI TH
Then you nust be pretty good.
JAMES
| am
FAI TH
WI1l you play sonething for ne?
JAMES
Sure. I'monly fifteen but |I've played the piano before |

coul d wal k. What do you want to hear? | know.

JAMES pl ays Heart and Soul and FAI TH
conpletes it. JAVES then reprises his
earlier song as JONATHAN enters
hol di ng his teacup and wat ches.

JONATHAN
Janmes Allen Forty, what is this about?

JAMES | eaps to his feet.

JAMES
It's her fault! She cane to the door while | was
practicing. You have to go now.

JONATHAN
Who's your friend?

JAMVES
She's not ny friend; she's your friend sir. Her nanme is
Mol ly she's a dancer.

JONATHAN
Janmes, did you invite a dancer into our home? | don't think
we need any dancing do you?

JAMES opens the front door.

JAMES
My father says we don't need any dancing today.
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FAI TH
That's because your father has two left feet.
JONATHAN
James your | esson has been cancell ed, go watch television.
JAMES
Al one?
JONATHAN

It's all right son, just this once.

JAMES exits. FAITH pl ays piano badly.

State your business; |'m expecting the ghost of Christnmas
past any nonment now.

FAI TH
He's a polite young man. Is it me or is this piano as out
of tune as the rest of your life?

JONATHAN
Just because the piano has ei ghty-eight keys doesn't nean
you have to play themall at one tine. Wy are you here?
Are you dying? Are you broke, or is it both?

FAI TH
I’min a twelve-step programand you're ny first step. This
place is a nmess you could use a housekeeper.

JONATHAN softens to FAITH and sits
close to her putting his hand on the
smal | of FAITH S back

JONATHAN
| had a housekeeper once, it didn't work out. She was a
tired young thing. Strangely, |'ve forgotten how she, how

she | ooked, she snelled so. May |? You should arch your
back nore; try and caress the keys gently.

(Pause)
Have you forgotten everything I taught you?

FAI TH
Not everything.

JONATHAN starts to play but is stopped
with pain in his hands so he stands up.

JONATHAN
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It's sad when you can no | onger do what you were born to do.

FAI TH

It's sadder when you've never had the chance to do it at all.
JONATHAN

Did you know the piano is a netaphor for Iife Mss Lockhart?
FAI TH

Yes. It's so hard.
JONATHAN

But once you've |earned your lesson it can be so beautiful.
FAI TH

You | ook like hell. Wen's the last tine you saw a doctor?

JAMES enters unseen and |i stens.

JONATHAN
I"'mtired of doctors and they're tired of ne.
(Pause)
Molly if the reason you're here is because the noney is
gone I'll gladly give you nore but quietly, the boy doesn't
need to know.
FAI TH

| want to tell ny son the truth.

JONATHAN nekes a nmove on FAI TH who
does not flinch.

JONATHAN
VWhat if there was a way for you to see both of us again?
You could stay and talk for a while; catch up on sone of

your old lessons. | still have that pillow
JAMVES
(I'nterrupting)
Excuse ne; |'ve finished watching television
JONATHAN
(Angry)

So go and watch sonme nore, it's free!

JAMVES
There's a better show out here.
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DAVI D bl ows opens the door hol ding the
letter fromFAITH tightly in his hand.

DAVI D
What the hell is this about!

JONATHAN
Oh for Pete's sake, what's he doing here?
FAI TH
David, | thought we agreed?
DAVI D
Is this true?
FAI TH

Pl ease go you're ruining everything.

DAVI D
Me? |’mruining. Hey, get away from her; you can't have ny
wife old man!

JONATHAN
Too late, |'ve already had her!

DAVI D | unges at JONATHAN who evades.

FAl TH
Stop it! | said stop it!

FAI TH smashes the Baccarat, breaking
t he chaos, and then speaks softly.

FAI TH
Janmes, listen to ne. This is David, he’s ny husband and we
have sonething to tell you

DAVI D
Hey.

JAMES gi ves a weak wave. JONATHAN
freaking out, puts his fingers in his
ears and he nunbl es and screans

t hroughout the conversati on.

JONATHAN
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|"mnot hearing this. I"mnot hearing this! My country tis

of thee, sweet land of liberty et freedomring. Four score
and seven years ago, the correct way to repair a back-fl ow

valve is to first renove the outer bolts, renmove the

tension springs and coat the seals with cooking oil. La,
la, la, I can't hear anything. I'mnot here; |I'minvisible.
FAI TH
| want you to listen carefully.
JAMES
(To Davi d)

I's this sonething you did?

FAI TH
Along tinme ago David and | fell in |love. W had a
rel ationship. David is your father.

JAMES
Jonat han Forty is ny father.

FAI TH
| know this is hard for you but he's not.

JAMES
Then what the hell am | doi ng here?

JONATHAN r enoves his fingers.

JONATHAN
What ever she said it's a lie! You can't take himhe bel ongs
to me. | have irrefutabl e evidence; | have pernmnent

provi sions to prove it.

DAVI D
What' s he babbling about?

JONATHAN crosses to the desk, | ooking,
pul ling papers fromthe drawer; he
puts on his glasses and reads al oud.

JONATHAN
Have you forgotten our agreenment? Janmes, |'msorry you have
to hear this but she has forced the issue, if | can find ny
gl asses. Your nother and | agreed before you were born,
here; article one. The marriage of Jonathan Forty to Faith
Lockhart, aka Molly Crowder will take place for the sole
pur pose of producing an heir.
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(Pause)
| realize now that that sounds a bit harsh

DAVI D
s this sonme kind of joke?

JONATHAN
|’msorry, no joke. Article two. An undi sputed divorce wll
be granted to Jonathan Forty after the birth of said heir.

DAVI D
You're right; the boy doesn't need to hear this.

JONATHAN
Wait for it! Article Three denonstrates ny astoundi ng
generosity. After the dissolution of the marriage, Faith
Lockhart Forty shall receive a one-tine paynent of ten
mllion dollars.

FAI TH
A young girl and desperate man traded |ies.

JONATHAN
A rather large sum she has since wasted on uninportant
t hi ngs and unnecessary pursuits.

DAVI D
She gave it all away; to people with nothing; |ike you.

The group gets very quiet. JONATHAN
softens and reads Article IV starting
fast, ending slowy and quietly.

JONATHAN
Article I'V. In exchange for ten mllion dollars, Faith
Lockhart shall forfeit all rights and or clainms to this
child and shall at no tinme now or in the future attenpt any
contact for a period of tinme to be terned, for as |long as
she lives. For as long as she lives.

FAI TH
Let’ s go David.
JONATHAN
James go and wash up, I'Il be in later to check under your

bed for nonsters.
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JAMVES
The nonsters are out here.

DAVI D
We're in the book.

JONATHAN

W have work to do and we are behi nd.

DAVI D, FAITH exit, JAMES sits silently.

Well here we are the last of the revolutionaries. W' ve had
our fun haven't we? A lot of excitenent for one day and
we've totally m ssed our |esson, that won't do.

(Angry)
Wiy are you so quiet? | know you want to go with them but
your place is here, in our hone. | need you here and

whet her you realize it or not, you need nme. W're an odd
team but a teamall the sanme. It was predeterm ned!

JAMES
( Deadpan)
I f you don't cal mdown you'll hurt yourself.
JONATHAN
What do you care? You and your friends can go to hell!
After all 1've done for you, go straight to .

JONATHAN grabs at his chest.
|"mnot feeling well.

JONATHAN slips to one knee then backs
up to the couch

JONATHAN
"1l just sit here for a while; see what you do to nme? Janes,
| need ny pills. Hand nme ny nedicine; on the table hurry up!

JAMES stops and stares, then noves
slowy to the table, hands JONATHAN
the bottle and backs away.

"1l be all right in a mnute. Don't worry about me son.

JONATHAN can't open the bottle with
his crippled hands.
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It's a funny thing; | can't open the bottle. Janmes, wll
you open this for ne.

JONATHAN hol ds the bottle out to
JAMES. JAMES stands still listening to
his father's cries stepping further
away. He turns to the piano and pl ays.

W1l you help nme?

JONATHAN pi tches forward and | ands
face down on the fl oor.

| need you Janes.

JAMES goes to him hol ding hi mupright he
gives his nedicine. He supports his head
and hel ps JONATHAN to the couch. JAMES
stands over him

JAMES
| " m goi ng out.

JAMES cl oses the piano |id and exits.

LI GHTS
The End
Article IV
Equal the world (7)



